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I. INTRODUCTION
The fast growth of the Information and Communication Technology (I.C.T) and its daily use has attracted to study many social issues by researchers that are related to the use of Information Technology (IT) [1] . The researches of ethics in IT are related to malfunctions and potential system abuses. Therefore, such issues in business, social and the environments can be addressed and prevented [2] . Intellectual property rights, professional codes of ethics, professional accountability and privacy are the four important topics of the issues related to computer ethics that have been presented in the literature [3] . Many students have an interest towards different issues of computer ethics, as these issues affect their attitudes, although they have low understanding of the ethical issues related to IT [4] .
In addition, different issues of computer ethics related attitudes were discovered to be depending on the respondent and also gender [1] . In the study conducted by Chiang, Chen, Teng, and Gu [5] showed the existence of difference in cognition and behavior of the students of two high schools towards information ethics. This paper explores the attitudes of students of I.I.U.M towards different issues of computer ethics, i.e: Property, and it investigates the relation of the attitudes of students to Information Property and the differences in some of characteristics of students (such as age, gender, marital status, use of computer and level of study).
II. BACKGROUND
The development of technologies brought up issues in the I.C.T where ethics are involved. Moor [6] affirms that development of information technologies bring out computer ethics that is associated with the investigation of the ethical issues. In addition, he emphasizes that computer ethics present a significance framework for moral issues relating to intellectual property, information privacy, and security. Some researchers [7] asserted that the information confidentiality, computing facilities usage at work and biases in the information given to multiple stakeholders to be the computer ethics issues. Furthermore, Fallis [8] mentions that the main issues of computer ethics are represented by information privacy, equitable access to information, intellectual freedom, and intellectual property. According to Al-A'ali [9] , the main topics in Information technology ethics are IT personnel work ethics, privacy, hacking, and software piracy.
In 1986 Richard Mason constructed best known classification and distinguished frameworks of computer ethics by investigating the challenges of information age that people face. Mason's framework [10] classified and identified four issues of computer ethics that is Privacy, Accuracy, Property, and Accessibility (P.A.P.A). The information ownership and the equity in its exchange are reflected by property issues. It explains the channels ownership and the airways in which the information goes through, in addition to the position of the information resources in case one needs to access them. Computer ethics framework presented by Mason is not the only framework to identify the issues of computer ethics. There are many studies and researches such as Davison [3] and Davison, et al. [11] who explained different topics of computer ethics to present a better awareness of it. Nevertheless, P.A.P.A framework recognized as "the most influential category of ethical issues related to I.C.T/I.S.D (Information Communications Technology and Information Systems Development)" [12] . The current IT/IS environments can adapt the same concept which is applicable to it [2] . Thus, this paper uses P.A.P.A framework to study the attitude of students of I.I.U.M towards the information property. In [13] , the researcher tested and validated the ethical issues of P.A.P.A framework and find out that all the topics are significant.
There are many factors to make a decision that affect the individuals' behavior. Age, gender, marital status, use of computer and level of study are some individual characteristics that have impact on the decision making behavior associated with ethics [13] , [14] . Sims, et al. [15] stated that gender has an important influence on software piracy (i.e. Information Property). While Alshawaf, et al. [1] believed that gender has a great effect on the awareness of accuracy and privacy. In opposite, the Sultanate of Oman and the bank employees of U.S.A held a study concluding gender has no role on the understanding of IS ethics [16] . Likewise, Villazon [17] stated that gender and ethical intention have no relationship. He discovered out that age, the students' computer self-efficacy ethics and ethical intention have an important influence between them.
Glover, et al. [18] stated that age has no role in relating with ethical matters. On the other side, marital status was not covered enough by studies in field of ethics [19] . Moreover, education level was stated to have no role on the student's perception regarding the ethical problems [19] - [22] . In terms of student's frequency of computer usage, Gan and Koh [20] discovered a relation between computer usage and perception of students.
III. METHODOLOGY
Postgraduate and undergraduate students of I.I.U.M in were involved here. Few other studies have been conducted to the same scope such as [23] , [24] .
In order to assess the validity and reliability of the instrument before the final questionnaire was distributed to the chosen sample of the paper, a pilot study was conducted in order to determine that individuals in the sample understand the questions and are capable of completing the questionnaire. Therefore, to establish the content validity, the questionnaire was distributed to thirty (30) respondents to conduct a pilot test. The sample used was the students in the main library of I.I.U.M.
In the final stage, we distributed the questionnaires (to 250 participants) to the respondents using a tool developed by Eining and Lee [21] and adapted from Alshawaf, et al.
[1] and Khalil and Seleim [19] . Out of that 250 questionnaires, a total of 219 complete. Validity and reliability of the measurement instrument were first time found. Then, One-Sample T.test was conducted in order to determine the attitude towards Information Property issues. Moreover, Independent T.test and ANOVA were used to examine the hypotheses of this research. SPSS has been used to analyzed the data.
IV. DATA ANALYSIS
As depicted in the Table I , there is a significant t.value for the issue of Information Property. Participants agree (M=4.6623, SD=1.01918, t=24.137, d=218, p=0.000) to the acceptance and use of copied software and violation of software copyright in Information Property scenario (Appendix). This shows that participants have negative attitude towards the software copyright protection and are insensitive to property (software) right violation.
In finding the differences of the individual characteristics of students of I.I.U.M regarding their attitude towards Information Property issues, Gender, Marital Status and level of study were discovered to have no significant difference (P>0.05) with individuals' attitude towards Information Property issues. Similarly, Age and Computer usage are analyzed using ANOVA and no significant differences (P>0.05) are found. The results of the age and computer use are displayed in Table III , thus no serious effect shown between the age groups of respondents and Information Property as well as the repetition of computer usage as P value exceeds the significant level. Note. 1 is strongly disagree. 6 is strongly agree V. DISCUSSION This paper discovered that participants are insensitive to the ethicality of information property. Based on the Onesample T.test analysis; there was significant t.value for different issues of computer ethics of Property (Software) rights. The results of this paper is consistent with an earlier paper by Khalil & Seleim [19] who discovered that participants are insensitive towards the protection of software copyright (Information property rights). Participants agreed to the acceptance of copied and pirated software and are insensitive to the ethicality of copyright violation. Factors that attributed to the negative attitude towards property (software) right held by students which were considered important include: the software's usage for studies and not for profit; the student's grade will be affected if the software is not used; the student cannot afford to buy the software; and the common behavior of copying software among students. This paper's results agree with the results of Moores and Dhillon [25] that 81 percent of the surveyed individuals admitted to using pirated software regularly. Similarly, Siegfried in [26] discovered out that copying software and downloading music from the internet is an acceptable behavior among students. Egyptian students see the use of illegally copied software "morally" acceptable as 64 percent of surveyed students purchased illegal software copies [19] . This paper discovered that there is no significant difference between gender on the issue of the information Property which indicates that both female and male students of I.I.U.M have equal attitude regarding the information property (software) rights. This interpretation is supported by the McCabe, Ingram, Dato-on's [14] results that no difference exists between men and women in their ethical perceptions. According to a study conducted by Glover, Bumpus, Logan and Ciesla [18] , age was found to have no significant effect on dealing with ethical issues. In congruence with this previous study, this paper discovered that regardless of the different age groups, students tend to have similar attitude and perception when dealing with issues of computer ethics.
This results is acceptable with Khalil and Seleim's [19] results and with a disagreement of Gattiker and Kelley's [27] results that age has an influence on the user's judgments of different issues of computer ethics. This paper also discovered that marital status has no significant difference on the attitudes of students towards the information property (Software) rights, which is in agreement with the results of studies done by Lane and Schaupp [28] and Rawwas and Isakson [29] . This paper discovered that level of study has no significant difference with attitude towards information Property rights. This results disagrees with that of Khalil & Seleim [19] who discovered the number of educational years have a role in the attitudes of students to the information property.
VI. CONCLUSION AND LIMITATIONS
The prevalent use of I.C.T and its applications have resulted in many ethical issues to emerge. New ethical issues will continuously come up as I.C.T is rapidly developed and students are likely to have limited awareness of the ethical issues of ICT. Thus, the purpose of this paper is to discover the attitudes of students of I.I.U.M towards Information Property. This paper also discussed the students' differences in their characteristics of age, gender, marital status, use of computer and level of study with relation to their attitude towards different issues of computer ethics. The paper adopted an instrument to collect students' demographic information and evaluated their attitude to the issues of computer ethics. Information property issue deals with the ownership of information, respondents were asked to determine the level of importance of the factors/statements that might have affected their response to the main Property question. The main property question asked the respondents whether they agree or disagree if the character in the scenario should accept the offer of his friend to copy software (property right).
